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Marshall University mascot, Marco, dances with members of the homecoming court during the Marshall 
University Alumni Association’s Picnic on the Plaza at the Memorial Student Center on Friday in 
Huntington.
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Herd tossed by Golden Hurricane, 45-38 | More on Sports
Picnic kicks off homecoming weekend
By ASHLEY KILLINGSWORTH
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University 
kicked off  homecoming 
weekend with a picnic out on 
the plaza. 
Current students, their 
parents, alumni and staff  
were all invited to partici-
pate in the events being 
offered on the plaza. 
“Welcome home sons 
and daughters of  Marshall 
University,” Christina Caul-
Jackson, coordinator for 
student involvement said to 
guests at the beginning of  
the picnic.
The event featured a free 
lunch as well as a variety of  
snacks and crafts.
Rob Ellis, CEO of  the 
Marshall University Alumni 
Association said he was ex-
tremely thankful for the 
large crowd.
“I personally want to thank 
you all for coming out tonight 
and supporting our venture 
here,” Ellis said. “Thank you 
for your participation and all 
that you do to make Marshall 
a veteran university.”
Campus Activity Board of-
fered guests the opportunity 
to airbrush pennants and 
trucker hats. Caul-Jackson 
encouraged guests to stop by 
the tent and leave with some 
Marshall memorabilia. 
The 2012 homecoming 
candidates were announced 
to the crowd following a per-
formance by the Marshall 
drum line. Following the 
introduction of  the home-
coming candidates, Marco 
came out and danced with 
the homecoming court. 
Tom Herrion, Marshall 
head basketball coach, 
talked to the crowd about the 
spirit Marshall University 
has about their campus and 
athletics.
“Today, this is obviously 
reflective of  what great 
spirit we have here at Mar-
shall,” Herrion said. “It’s a 
great day to be in the Herd 
Nation.”
Doc Holliday, Marshall 
University head football 
coach, discussed the great 
opportunity Marshall had 
homecoming weekend.
“We have an opportu-
nity on national television 
to show the country what 
this school, this program is 
all about,” Holliday said. 
“So let’s show up, let’s be 
loud and let’s get after that 
Tulsa bunch coming in 
here.”
Winners of  the office dec-
orating competition were 
announced at the picnic. 
Haymaker residence hall 
won the most attractive 
award this year. 
Stephen J. Kopp, Presi-
dent of  Marshall University, 
encouraged students and 
guests to cram Joan C. Ed-
wards Stadium and cheer on 
the Thundering Herd foot-
ball team.
Ray Harrell Jr., Marshall 
University student body 
president, announced the 
homecoming parade had 
more than 75 entrants this 
year and was one of  the larg-
est parades Marshall has 
ever had.
Ashley Killingsworth can 
be contacted at ashley.kill-
ingsworth@marshall.edu.
Marshall students 
explore study 
abroad options
By SUZANN AL-QAWASMI
THE PARTHENON
A study abroad fair gave 
students the opportunity 
to explore their options for 
taking courses abroad in 
summer 2013.
Marshall University had its 
first KIIS study abroad fair 
for students and faculty inter-
ested in participating in the 
KIIS program Friday from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Memorial 
Student Center.
KIIS, Kentucky Institute 
for International Studies, is 
a nonprofit group of  colleges 
and universities that provide 
students with study abroad 
opportunities in more than 
20 countries around the 
world. KIIS accepted Mar-
shall in fall 2011, so this 
summer faculty and stu-
dents can participate in the 
program. 
There are study abroad 
opportunities for both 
faculty wishing to teach 
and students wishing to 
study in foreign countries. 
Representatives from KIIS, 
as well as several Marshall 
professors who will be 
teaching abroad attended 
the fair to answer questions 
and provide students with 
information about the pro-
grams and courses KIIS is 
offering.
“The purpose of  this 
event is to let students 
know about all of  the sum-
mer programs for study 
abroad that we have here 
at Marshall,” Mary Beth 
Beller, chair of  the depart-
ment of  political science, 
said. “KIIS has programs in 
countries all over the world, 
from Turkey to Greece to 
Tanzania.” 
Beller will be teaching a 
course on comparative poli-
tics and a course on Middle 
Eastern politics in Istanbul 
during summer 2013. 
“Istanbul is so rich in the 
language and the culture,” 
Beller said. “I think it will be 
See ABROAD | Page  5
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Rebekah Golla, communications and marketing coordinator for KIIS, 
talks to students about study abroad opportunities.
By SEAN DELANCEY
THE PARTHENON
Students, faculty and members of  
the community celebrated Marshall 
University’s 175th Birthday on Sat-
urday with the annual Homecoming 
Parade before the football game be-
tween Marshall University and the 
University of  Tulsa.
The parade began on 8th St. and 4th 
Ave., followed 4th Ave. to 12th street 
and then turned to 5th Ave. which it 
followed down to 20th St. 
Participants included Marshall Uni-
versity President Stephen Kopp, the 
homecoming court, the Marshall Uni-
versity marching band, Huntington 
High School’s ROTC, several frater-
nity floats, Riverside High School’s 
Marching Band and floats for local 
businesses and campaigns. 
Jordan Wooldridge, Student Govern-
ment Association Business Manager, 
said that the homecoming parade was 
a success. 
Homecoming parade celebrates 
Marshall University’s 175th birthday
PHOTOS BY BRANDON HATTON | THE PARTHENON
Fraternity and sorority students participate the Marshall University Homecoming Parade on Saturday in Huntington.
Marshall University President Stephen Kopp takes part in the Marshall University Homecoming Parade.See PARADE | Page  5
2012 Mr. and Miss Marshall crowned | More on News
By JIM PUZZANGHERA
TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU VIA MCT
WASHINGTON — The campaigns 
of  President Obama and Mitt Rom-
ney traded sharp accusations of  lies 
and distortions Sunday as the race 
headed into its final month roiled by 
last week’s debate.
The Romney camp released a new 
TV ad accusing Obama of  “not tell-
ing the truth about Mitt Romney’s tax 
plan.” It charged Obama with dis-
torting the plan by asserting on the 
campaign trail and during Wednes-
day’s first presidential debate that 
the Republican candidate would raise 
taxes on middle-class Americans as 
part of  a $5-trillion tax cut that mostly 
would benefit the wealthy.
Romney supporters repeated the 
charge on the Sunday talk shows.
“We know it’s not true what they’re 
saying about his tax plan,” Sen. Kelly 
Ayotte, R-N.H. said on “Fox News 
Sunday.”
Former House Speaker Newt Gin-
grich, who said during the Republican 
primaries that Romney was running 
a “fundamentally dishonest cam-
paign,” came to his former opponent’s 
defense.
Gingrich said, “The charges on the 
tax cuts are just plain wrong.
“Mitt Romney walked over him,” 
Gingrich said of  Obama’s debate 
performance.
But Obama aides and supporters 
pressed their assertions that Rom-
ney’s tax plan doesn’t add up and that 
he misled voters during the debate.
“It was a masterful theatrical 
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By DWIGHT JORGE
THE PARTHENON
The Wild Ramp farmers 
market, located at the Her-
itage Station in downtown 
Huntington is trying to get 
their business off  to a good 
start.
The year round farmers 
market provides a viable 
economic outlet for local 
farmers, while providing 
customers access to local 
products.
 “It is a wonderful place 
to come and if  I don’t con-
tribute it might not be 
here,” Emily Click, Wild 
Ramp customer, said.
The Wild Ramp is using 
the Amazon.com powered 
program, Kickstarter, 
which is an all or nothing 
program to raise money 
for local businesses.
They have until Oct. 18 to 
meet their goal of  $11,500. 
The market currently is 
in need of  approximately 
$5,000 to reach their goal.
However, The Wild 
Ramp will obtain none 
of  the money raised, if  
they do not reach the full 
amount of  $11,500.
If  the project succeeds in 
reaching its funding goal, 
all backers’ credit cards 
are charged when time ex-
pires. If  the project falls 
short, no one is charged.
Katharine Lea, Wild 
Ramp board member, be-
lieves the local farmers 
market is an important 
part of  the community.
“When I moved to 
Huntington, I was disap-
pointed that there wasn’t 
something like a Trader 
Joe’s or a Whole Foods.” 
Lea said. “The more I 
talk to people, the more 
I realized that other peo-
ple were disappointed as 
well.”
Lea said that the mar-
ket has the supporters, 
but now it’s going to come 
down to the financial 
goal to keep the market 
growing.
“We have 1,500 likes on 
Facebook, so if  everybody 
just donated $5 we would 
be there.” Lea said. “We 
wish everybody who shops 
at The Wild Ramp would 
just consider giving $5. 
Then we would make the 
Wild Ramp a even better 
place to shop.”
Click said she makes her 
trip from Ironton every 
Saturday just to shop at 
Wild Ramp.
“When I go grocery shop-
ping I am miserable.” Click 
said. “You come here and 
it’s a great experience, ev-
erybody is really nice. The 
produce is fresh, it lasts 
longer and it tastes really 
great too.” 
Those interested in 
making donations to Wild 
Ramp can visit their web-
site at www.wildramp.org.
Donors to the market be-
come eligible for rewards 
like cookbooks, calendars 
and T-shirts.
The money will be used 
to buy a produce scale, 
signs, a commercial refrig-
erator, as well as produce 
carts and tables.
Dwight Jorge can be con-
tacted at jorge@marshall.
edu.
See CAMPAIGNS | Page  5
Local farmers market fundraiser underway
PHOTOS BY RACHEL FORD | THE PARTHENON
LEFT, RIGHT: The Wild Ramp located in Heritage Station is seeking 
funds to continue to provide local fresh food. 
MCT DIRECT
TOP, RIGHT: President Barack Obama walks across the South Lawn of the White House as he heads 
to Marine One on his way to California for a campaign stop Sunday. 
Obama, Romney campaigns 
trade accusations of lies
By RICK PEARSON
CHICAGO TRIBUNE VIA MCT
CHICAGO — Republican 
vice presidential nominee 
Paul Ryan accused Presi-
dent Barack Obama on 
Sunday of  running a cam-
paign based on distractions 
to avoid confronting his 
economic record and of  
promoting “stagnation that 
fosters dependency” rather 
than opportunity.
“The economy is grow-
ing slower this year than 
it grew last year and last 
year it grew slower than the 
year before. So since the 
president cannot run on his 
record, he has to tear down 
(Republican presidential 
nominee) Mitt Romney,” 
Ryan  said at a fundraiser in 
suburban Chicago.
“He has to divide this 
country. He has to dis-
tract this country. He has 
to distort Mitt Romney’s 
record and try to win by 
default. And you know why 
we’re not going to let him 
get away with it? Because 
you’re here today to give 
us the resources we need to 
make sure that he doesn’t 
get away with it,” Ryan 
said.
Ryan repeatedly con-
tended that Obama’s 
campaign was focused on 
trying to divert voters from 
the president’s White House 
record through increasingly 
negative attacks on the Re-
publican ticket.
“The president would love 
to make this big election 
about little things, about 
distractions. We know bet-
ter than that,” Ryan said. 
“It’s time that we need real 
leaders to make real deci-
sions and not to kick the can 
down the road, not to blame 
other people. And that’s our 
commitment. We are not go-
ing to defer these problems. 
We are going to run at these 
problems so we fix these 
problems before they get 
out of  our control.”
Ryan said the choice in the 
Nov. 6 election was whether 
to elect the GOP ticket to put 
“these pro-growth solutions 
in place that have a dynamic 
growing economy that fos-
ters opportunity, or we can 
have more stagnation that 
fosters dependency.”
Paul Ryan says President Obama’s 
campaign is based on distraction
RYAN
Mr. and Miss Marshall crowned
PHOTOS BY COLLEEN O’SHEA | THE PARTHENON
The 2011 Mr. and Miss Marshall recipients stand with the 2012 winners after being crowned Saturday at the homecoming 
game against Tulsa. From left to right: Miss Marshall 2011 Sherafina Azman Al-Rashid, Miss Marshall 2012 Leslie Thomas, 
Mr. Marshall 2012 Rusty Sartin and 2011 Mr. Marshall Joshua Botkin. 
Congratulations Leslie Thomas and Rusty Sartin
By DERRICK GOOLD
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH (MCT)
ST. LOUIS — The St. 
Louis Cardinals' offense 
had every opportunity to 
take Game 1 of  the National 
League division series from 
the Washington Nationals 
until their defense gave the 
Nats the only opportunity 
they needed.
Two unearned runs in 
the eighth inning flipped a 
Cardinals lead and gave the 
Nats a 3-2 victory Sunday af-
ternoon at Busch Stadium.
The win gives them a 
1-0 lead in the best-of-five 
series.
Pinch-hitter Tyler Moore 
delivered a two-out, two-run 
single to right field in the 
top of  the eighth inning to 
reverse the Cardinals' one-
run lead. The inning wasn't 
over because of  a fielder er-
ror that opened the inning 
and put relievers Mitchell 
Boggs and Marc Rzepczyn-
ski in a bind with the tying 
run at third base. The Nats 
used their pinch hitters to 
take Boggs from the game 
and create a more favor-
able matchup_Moore, a 
righthanded batter, against 
Rzepczynski, the lone lefty 
in the Cardinals bullpen. 
Moore poked a base hit to 
right field that flipped the 
score.
Drew Storen pitched 
a perfect ninth to clinch 
the win, striking out Matt 
Holliday for the final out of  
the game.
The Cardinals received 
11 baserunners from the 
Nationals by way of  a walk, 
a hit batter, or an error.
They stranded 10 
runners.
They went 0-for-eight 
with runners in scoring 
position.
Their only runs scored on 
a wild pitch and a sacrifice 
fly.
Adam Wainwright 
pitched 5 2/3 innings and 
left with a 2-1 lead. He be-
came the first pitcher in 
postseason history to strike 
out 10 in a start that did not 
By JEREMY JOHNSON
SPORTS EDITOR
A week after playing the 
Purdue Boilermakers and 
the 13th ranked scoring 
offense in the nation, Mar-
shall University welcomed 
in the 14th ranked scoring 
offense in the Tulsa Golden 
Hurricane.
The Golden Hurricane 
were averaging 42 points per 
game, tops in Conference 
USA, entering Saturdays 
game.
Marshall’s defense gave up 
45 points, but it was the Herd 
defense that made several 
plays when the team needed 
it.
Rakeem Cato and Mar-
shall’s offense struggled 
early on against Tulsa. The 
Herd turned the ball over 
two times in their first two 
positions. The second play of  
the first drive, tight end Ga-
tor Hoskins fumbled the ball 
and the second play of  the 
second drive, Cato threw an 
interception. Both turnovers 
gave the Golden Hurricane 
offense less than 50 yards to 
the endzone.
“There early in the game 
we turned it over a couple 
times,” Head Coach Doc 
Holliday said.  “I thought we 
regained momententum. I 
thought we responded.”
Marshall’s defense 
clamped down and contin-
ued its second half  success 
from the Purdue game, in 
which the second half  the 
Thundering Herd defense al-
lowed nine points. The Herd 
defense held the Golden 
Hurricane to a field goal in 
the two possessions.
Thundering Herd safety 
Dominick LeGrande said the 
defense is wanted to make a 
statement.
“We came out with fire,” 
LeGrande said. “We had 
a message to prove and 
it wasn’t enough today. It 
wasn’t enough, so we have to 
give more next time.”
The Herd defense strug-
gled in the third quarter, 
giving up 20 points including 
a 95-yard kickoff  return for 
a touchdown by Tulsa’s Trey 
Watts. Marshall responded 
with a touchdown pass to 
Gator Hoskins. The follow-
ing kickoff  Raheem Waiters 
delivered a hit to Watts at 
the 20-yard line and then the 
defense forced the Golden 
Hurricane to punt after three 
plays.
“That is just everyone 
believing in each other,” 
said Marshall’s safety Oke-
chukwu Okoroha. “We could 
have folded after the kick re-
turn, but we believe in each 
other and knew we had to get 
it fixed.”
Marshall’s defense, how-
ever, did struggle with 
slowing down the Golden 
Hurricane run game. Tulsa 
rushed for 250 yards to just 
90 yards passing. Okoroha 
said it is something the team 
needs to improve on.
“That’s something we 
need to work on,” Okoroha 
said. “That’s something 
we’ve got to fix. It has got 
to be fixed because I know 
we are going to see them 
again.”
Tulsa’s Trey Watts rushed 
for 111 yards. Alex Single-
ton, a 6-foot-1 260 pound 
running back, gained 95 
yards and added three 
touchdowns.
LeGrande said he had 
never faced a running back 
the size of  Singleton. Oko-
roha echoed LeGrande’s 
thoughts and said that Sin-
gleton used his size to his 
advantage.
The Herd defense made 
some important plays, but 
Okoroha said the team has 
to work hard in practice to 
see the results in the game. 
“All the mistakes that we 
make in practice show up 
in the game,” Okoroha said. 
“People that don’t prac-
tice hard, it shows up in the 
game. “We are going to prac-
tice hard this entire week 
and next week to get ready 
for the next game.”
The Herd is on a bye week 
and will play the Southern 
Miss Golden Eagles on Oct. 
20 in Hattiesburg, Miss.
Jeremy Johnson can be 
contacted at johnson783@
marshall.edu.
FOOTBALL STANDINGS
              C-USA                     Overall          
EAST DIVISION W L W    L       
UCF 1 0 3   2          
MEMPHIS 1 0 1   4          
EAST CAROLINA 2 1 3   3          
MARSHALL 1 1 2   4
UAB 0 1 1   4
SOUTHERN MISS 0 1 0   5
              C-USA                     Overall          
 W L W     L       
TULSA 3 0 5    1          
HOUSTON 1 0 2    3
SMU 1 0 2    3          
TULANE 0 1 0    5 
UTEP 0 2 1    5
RICE 0 3 1    5
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TOP: Okechukwu Okoroha and 
Thundering Herd teammates 
celebrate a defensive stop in 
Saturday’s game against Tulsa 
University. Okroha finished 
the game with 14 tackles and 
a fumble recovery. Okoroha 
is second on the team with 59 
tackles on the season.
RIGHT: Tulsa wide receiver 
Keyarris Garrett attempts to make 
a catch as Marshall’s defender 
Keith Baxter defends during the 
second half of the Conference 
USA football game between the 
Marshall Thundering Herd and 
the Tulsa Golden Hurricane at 
Joan C. Edwards Stadium on 
Saturday. Baxter has four pass 
breakups on the season.
PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE
 PARTHENON
By CAITIE SMITH
THE PARTHENON
Home court advantage has taken a 
whole new meaning. 
The Marshall Volleyball team re-
mains undefeated in home matches, 
winning their eighth home match of  
the year on Friday evening. The 8-0 
streak ties a record set in 2005. 
“It makes us all extremely proud to 
be able to represent Marshall and the 
Herd in such a cool way. Plus, we keep 
getting more and more fans, which is 
awesome,” Laura Der, junior outside 
hitter, said. 
The Thundering Herd defeated con-
ference foe East Carolina University 
three sets to one, posting scores of  25-
21, 22-25, 25-8, and 25-21. 
Der led the offensive front with 20 
kills and 14 digs, recording her tenth 
double-double of  the year. Der leads 
the team with 275 kills and is fourth in 
the conference. 
The junior class continued to im-
press on the court, as middle-blocker 
Sacha Byous-McConnell posted a 
career-high 18 kills and libero Doro-
thy Rahal lead the team with  22 digs. 
Rahal is fourth in Conference USA for 
digs.
“It is a good win,” Head Coach 
Mitch Jacobs said. “We came back af-
ter a little bit of  a letdown and finished 
really strong. We kept our foot on the 
gas for a while.” 
The Thundering Herd limited ECU 
to a negative hitting percentage (-.115), 
four kills and only eight points during 
that third set.
Marshall was aggressive, how-
ever, throughout the whole game. 
Byous-McConnell earned a .714 hitting 
percentage and five kills in the opening 
set and posted six kills during the final 
set. Der also posted six kills during the 
final set. 
ECU fell to a 1-15 record, while Mar-
shall is now 15-5 and 5-1 in conference 
play. 
The Herd will be back in the Cam 
Henderson Center on Oct. 12 as they 
face off  against the Rice Owls. 
“We just have to take care of  busi-
ness at home. We will keep moving 
forward,” Jacobs said. “We have five 
wins in the conference, and no ques-
tion, we need at least nine or ten to get 
in the tournament.”
“We just want to never settle for 
what we have. Our strength coach says, 
‘To stay the same is to get worse’,” 
Der said. “So we always want to keep 
improving.”
Caitie Smith can be contacted at 
smith1650@live.marshall.edu.
Thundering Herd defense strong at times
“
All the mistakes that we make 
in practice show up in the game. 
People that don’t practice hard, it 
shows up in the game.” 
  > Okechukwu Okoroha
By ADAM ROGERS
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Tommy Shuler has been carving up defenses right 
and left this season.
Well, until Marshall meet up with Tulsa on Saturday.
The Golden Hurricane defense limited the sopho-
more wide receiver to just seven grabs for 28 yards, his 
lowest yardage of  the season.
“You’re a fool if  you double a slot and leave one on 
one with (Aaron) Dobson and (Antavious) Wilson the 
whole game. You’re just asking for touchdowns,” soph-
omore quarterback Rakeem Cato said following the 
Herd’s 51-41 loss at Purdue in week five.
Marshall made Tulsa defensive coordinator Brent 
Guy look like a fool in the Golden Hurricane’s 45-38 
win.
Despite holding Shuler to his totals, the Golden Hur-
ricane’s allowed Dobson to finish with 10 catches for 
128 yards and his counterpart, Wilson, to end up with 
seven receptions for 123 yards and two touchdowns.
“They took Shuler away, but Dobson had a bunch of  
catches today too,” Marshall head coach Doc Holliday 
said. “You can’t take everybody away.”
Opposing defensive coordinators should not take a 
page out of  Guy’s book when it comes to defending the 
Thundering Herd receivers.
If  they do, it will be a very long day on the gridiron.
Adam Rogers can be contacted at rogers112@mar-
shall.edu.
Shuler, Dobson or Wilson: Pick one
Column Marshall volleyball defeats East Carolina 
in four sets, remains unbeaten at home
 J.B. FORBES/ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH/MCT
Washington Nationals relief pitcher 
Ryan Mattheus reacts after getting out 
of a bases-loaded jam  in the seventh 
inning against the St. Louis Cardinals.
Nats take Game 1 from Cards, 3-2
By REGGIE HAYES
THE NEWS-SENTINEL (FORT 
WAYNE, IND.) (MCT)
INDIANAPOLIS — Reggie 
Wayne asked the Indianapo-
lis Colts equipment manager 
to track down some orange 
gloves for him to honor ail-
ing coach Chuck Pagano. He 
then turned those gloves into 
a day no one will soon forget.
Wayne caught 13 passes 
for 212 yards and the biggest 
one of  all was a 4-yard re-
ception where he fought his 
way through two defenders 
for the game-winning touch-
down in the Colts’ 30-27 win 
over the Green Bay Pack-
ers on Sunday at Lucas Oil 
Stadium.
The Colts not only erased 
an 18-point deficit, but they 
accomplished their improb-
able goal of  earning a game 
ball for Pagano, who is in the 
hospital fighting acute pro-
myelocytic leukemia.
Wayne big in emotional Colts win
See WAYNE | Page  5
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Column
Column
The following are the results from the most recent poll 
question: Who do you predict will be most impressive in the 
upcoming Presidential Debate?
n Obama                  
n Romney
ONLINE POLLS
39% - 41 votes           
61% - 64 votes
Who do you think made the best 
points in the Presidential Debate 
in Denver?
n Obama                  
n Romney
By IOWA STATE DAILY EDITORIAL BOARD
IOWA STATE U. VIA UWIRE
Walk up to any business owner or manager and ask 
them the top five things wrong with their business and 
possible solutions to those problems, and it’s a sure thing 
that person can rattle them off  in but a minute or two with 
no thought, and probably have a dozen more problems to 
give you. And it’s no feat for them to do so really; the busi-
ness is their life.
Whether you like the idea or not, for competent, dili-
gent, successful people, work does tend to become one’s 
life, and every little facet of  one’s work is as known as the 
proverbial back of  one’s hand. The same is certainly true, 
and hopefully even moreso given the stakes, for the presi-
dent of  the United States of  America.
It was with the typical dismay of  this election cycle that 
we found a story on CNN Tuesday afternoon about Presi-
dent Barack Obama taking a break from studying for the 
debates to speak with workers at the local campaign of-
fice. The president quipped that his staff  was keeping him 
busy boning up on the campaign’s message, making him 
“do his homework.”
Of  course, there’s nothing to be shocked by there; that 
a candidate would study for a debate is nothing new. No 
doubt Mitt Romney is off  somewhere doing the same 
thing as you read this. However, that the president of  this 
nation needs to cram to deliver information about the 
country and his proposals to move forward is just plain 
disheartening and revelatory of  the modern so-called 
“politician’s” lack of  actual political skill.
The presidency is Obama’s life and has been for the last 
four years. There are few people in the world as quali-
fied to talk about government and matters of  American 
domestic and foreign policy as he is. A truly talented poli-
tician president, one who possesses that indescribable 
spark of  the truly political individual, would have no need 
to study for a debate at all. He could simply waltz on stage 
and tell it like it is.
And the people would love him for it.
Unless, of  course, what’s being studied is a canned 
message developed by apolitical propagandists who are 
less interested in public interaction and more interested 
in scamming the most votes out of  our broken electoral 
system. Furthermore, that candidates occupy themselves 
memorizing what amounts to a script reveals just how 
much of  a media sideshow elections and politics have 
become.
Candidates are now asked meaningless questions like 
“Coke or Pepsi?” Candidates jumping through flaming 
hoops and balancing balls on their noses will likely be next 
in the circus the debates have become. Our candidates for 
public office have been reduced to mere stage actors giv-
ing a performance for a witless audience. And while TV 
networks rake in all the advertising dollars, American 
civic life dwindles further.
One day Americans will all wake up and ask, “Where 
are we going, and why are we in this handbasket?”
As president, Obama 
did not perform 
adequately in debate
By BURKE GIBSON
U. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA VIA 
UWIRE
The Denver Post published 
an interview with Republi-
can presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney on Tuesday in 
which the candidate altered 
his stance on immigra-
tion, promising that if  he 
is elected, he will maintain 
a program enacted by the 
Obama administration that 
prevents the deportation of  
young illegal immigrants.
While Romney might not 
be making one of  the blatant 
mistakes he’s become known 
for this election season, the 
move holds little political 
value for his campaign — it 
won’t impact the Latino vote 
to any significant extent, and 
it could potentially alien-
ate his more conservative 
supporters.
At first glance, support-
ing Obama’s program 
seems like a great move for 
Romney. He comes off  as 
open-minded and sympa-
thetic toward a demographic 
that has criticized him for 
being out-of-touch. Chang-
ing his stance could also be 
a sign of  compromise in an 
extremely uncompromising 
election.
Upon further inspection, 
however, the decision seems 
to be almost entirely politi-
cally motivated. In light of  
the fact that Romney has had 
to put his foot in his mouth 
more than once while dis-
cussing immigration policy, 
his new position is more a 
political Band-Aid than a 
genuine effort to improve 
important immigration is-
sues. It should also be noted 
that rather than adding any-
thing to the debate on the 
immigration issue, Rom-
ney is simply taking one 
pre-existing program and 
promising not to cancel it. 
And he isn’t even referencing 
actual immigrants — since 
the program deals only 
with younger illegal “immi-
grants” — most of  whom did 
not choose to come here, but 
were brought to the United 
States at a young age — this 
is far from an actual plan to 
tackle the problem of  illegal 
immigration.
Though making such a 
politically — rather than eth-
ically — motivated decision 
might seem harmless, Rom-
ney’s new stance could prove 
detrimental to his campaign 
and his complete plan for 
immigration, which he says 
will be implemented in his 
first term.
With relatively high Latino 
populations in swing states 
such as Colorado and Ne-
vada, the Latino vote will be 
a major determining factor 
in the election. According to 
a poll by the Pew Research 
Center for the People and the 
Press, however, 69 percent 
of  Latino voters support 
Obama as of  last month. To 
change the minds of  such 
an overwhelming majority 
would require much more 
effort on Romney’s part than 
agreeing once with Obama 
— such as creating his own 
policy and campaigning with 
it openly.
Obviously, Romney isn’t 
approaching the Latino vot-
ing bloc as effectively as 
he could be. According to a 
CNN poll taken last month, 
44 percent of  Latino vot-
ers consider the economy 
to be the most important 
issue facing the country to-
day versus 14 percent who 
chose immigration. To ap-
peal to a demographic that 
overwhelmingly supports 
Obama — who has been 
criticized for vague and in-
effective economic policy 
— Romney should have 
focused on this rather than 
make a small compromise to 
his immigration policy.
His compromise will, 
however, be seriously taken 
into account by another 
demographic: staunch 
conservatives, who will 
interpret the move as weak-
ness on Romney’s part. It 
also might offend those who 
strongly believe in rigid anti-
immigration policy. This is a 
group of  voters that Romney 
has locked down. Though 
it is unlikely conservatives 
will instead support Obama, 
Romney should be keeping 
them as close as possible.
Romney’s commitment to 
continue Obama’s immigra-
tion program is inconsistent 
with his previously harsh 
immigration policy, which 
could cause problems down 
the road if  he is elected pres-
ident. And Romney will have 
trouble following through on 
his other initiatives regard-
ing immigration if  he has to 
continue supporting a policy 
that isn’t consistent with his 
platform. To truly improve 
his numbers in the polls, 
Romney must focus on mak-
ing concrete and effective 
policies rather than insignifi-
cant compromises.
Romney’s immigration 
switch harms campaign
There was a story printed in the Grand Rapids Press 
(Michigan) about Richard Lacks, CEO and president of  
Lacks Enterprises sending a stern memo to his more than 
2,000 employees saying they should vote for Mitt Romney. 
Seriously?
Sadly yes. 
He never directly comes out and says he will fire anyone 
if  they vote for Obama, but he does discuss how the com-
pany’s health insurance costs will rise 2 percent each  year 
under the Affordable Care Act – and how that will affect 
their bonuses. 
That is some quality leadership. 
He goes on give no credit at all to President Obama for the 
auto industry bailout. 
Again, seriously?
What is wrong with the world when many do not give credit 
where credit is due – whether good or bad. 
You have Republicans blaming Obama for all the bad 
things currently going on in the world and none of  the good. 
You have Democrats saying all Republicans hate the old, 
poor and minorities while completely overlooking their 
strong stance of  protecting our borders and keeping our na-
tional security intact. 
Now of  course there are crazies on both sides who ruin it 
for the other. There are too many examples on either side 
that make it all too easy too easy to say one side is more cor-
rupt or uncaring than the other. 
You cannot blame the concerned citizens of  the world, 
CEOs to manual laborers, for acting a little stupid when 
members of  Congress are acting like Capitol Hill is a day-
care center. 
Okay, who are we kidding, of  course we can blame the con-
cerned citizens. 
And we can blame Congress. 
And we can blame ourselves for putting the idiots in power. 
Everyone is to blame. 
So before you point your fingers at President Obama, Con-
gress or anyone else – first point the finger at yourself. 
First, point the finger at yourself
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DAYTON DAILY NEWS (MCT)
DAYTON, Ohio — Future 
cuts to national defense, 
finding jobs after their 
deployment ends, and get-
ting their health care taken 
care of  are the issues most 
on the minds of  veterans 
as the presidential elec-
tion nears, interviews 
conducted by the Dayton 
Daily News show.
Veterans form a siz-
able voting bloc, and are 
key to Mitt Romney’s 
quest to replace President 
Barack Obama as the na-
tion’s commander in chief. 
But although veterans 
traditionally support Re-
publican candidates, there 
are indications the margin 
is closing.
In May, a Gallup poll 
found veterans favored 
Romney over Obama 58 
percent to 34 percent.
But in Ohio, where polls 
show Obama has a lead 
anywhere from 4 to 10 
points, veterans appear 
less satisfied with the Re-
publican nominee. In the 
latest NBC/Marist Poll, 
which was taken in early 
September, Romney led 
Obama among veterans by 
53 percent to 41 percent.
Political campaigns 
aren’t built around get-
ting the military vote, but 
neither side wants to be 
viewed as weak on defense.
Mark Caleb Smith, di-
rector of  the Center for 
Political Studies at Cedar-
ville University in Ohio, 
said veterans have clout 
that goes beyond their 
sheer numbers.
“They tend to be com-
mitted voters, they tend to 
be high information voters, 
and they tend to be people 
who are influential to oth-
ers,” he said. “Just for 
those reasons alone, cam-
paigns are going to want to 
do well with veterans be-
cause of  the impact in their 
communities.”
In the 2008 election, Re-
publican Sen. John McCain 
of  Arizona led Obama by 
about 10 percentage points 
in the final tally. Smith said 
Obama gained traction from 
voter fatigue with the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The November election 
marks the first time in 80 
years that no one on either 
ticket can claim military 
service. But the veterans in-
terviewed did not see that as 
a crucial issue. More impor-
tant, they said, is where the 
candidates stand on issues.
The Obama camp has 
touted ending the war in 
Iraq, pulling U.S. combat 
troops out of  Afghanistan by 
the end of 2014, the U.S. raid 
that killed Osama bin Laden, 
preventing nuclear prolif-
eration in Iran and North 
Korea, repealing the ban on 
gay troops serving openly, 
and substantially increasing 
spending on veterans health 
and benefit needs.
The Romney camp has 
vowed to reverse defense 
budget reductions and mis-
sile defense cuts, replace 
aging military weapon 
systems, add 100,000-ac-
tive duty troops, expand 
the U.S. Department of  
Veterans Affairs outreach 
to rural veterans through 
on-line services, and ease 
a backlog of  claims, among 
other priorities.
Albert T. Link, a retired 
Air Force chief  master 
sergeant, counts himself  
among voters leaning to-
ward Romney.
“I’m concerned about 
the defense of  the country 
and the things they are do-
ing or not doing to project 
strength rather than weak-
ness,” Link, 76, said. “If  I 
see that in an individual, he 
won’t get my vote.”
This marks the first time 
since 1944 neither major 
party’s presidential candi-
date has served in uniform 
and the first time since 1932 
none of  the presidential or 
vice presidential candidates 
have served, according to 
the Los Angeles Times.
Candidates 
not focusing on 
veterans vote
“This is for Chuck,” 
Wayne said after he left an 
emotional, tear-filled Colts 
locker room.
Wayne has been friends 
with Pagano since they were 
at the University of  Miami 
together, Wayne as a player 
and Pagano as an assistant 
coach.
“I wasn’t sure how it 
would go with being fined,” 
Wayne said. “If  they fine me, 
they fine me. I feel like that’d 
be a terrible thing to do with 
everything going on. But I’d 
take their fine and go do it 
for Chuck.”
The Colts won the game 
on a 13-play, 80-yard drive 
directed by rookie quar-
terback Andrew Luck, who 
finished 31 of  55 passing for 
a career-best 362 yards and 
two scores.
Luck hit Wayne five times 
on the game-winning drive, 
including one third-down 
play where he escaped 
Packers linebacker Clay 
Matthews. Luck also ran for 
a third-down conversion to 
set up the final touchdown 
with 35 seconds left.
The Colts trailed 21-3 at 
halftime before they came 
back with a furious second 
half. Green Bay’s Mason 
Crosby missed a potential 
game-tying 51-yard field goal 
at the end.
“Greatest win I’ve ever 
been a part of,” interim 
coach Bruce Arians said. “A 
storybook ending, and we 
got a game ball for Coach 
Pagano.”
After spotting Green Bay a 
21-3 lead, the Colts defense 
put substantial pressure 
on Green Bay quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers. They sacked 
him five times and hit him 
six other times. Cory Red-
ding, one of  the players 
closest to Pagano because 
of  their time in Baltimore 
together, had two sacks. 
Dwight Freeney (playing for 
the first time since the sea-
son opener), Robert Mathis 
and Moise Fokou also had 
sacks.
“A band of  brothers just 
came together,” Arians said. 
“This team overcame some-
thing no one gave them a 
shot to do. Now we have to 
carry it over.”
Colts owner Jim Irsay 
left after the game to pres-
ent Pagano with the game 
ball at the IU Health Simon 
Cancer Center. Arians said 
some of  the players hoped 
to visit the coach later Sun-
day night.
reach six innings. He's the first Cardinals 
starter with at least 10 strikeouts in a single 
playoff  game since Bob Gibson in 1968.
The Cardinals got their two runs before 
they had a hit.
Nats starter Gio Gonzalez walked seven 
batters in his five innings, and four of  them 
came in the second inning. The Cardinals 
used those walks, one wild pitch, and a sac-
rifice fly to conjure two runs.
They clung to that lead until the top of  the 
eighth.
A failure to turn a bases-loaded, no-outs 
opportunity in the bottom of  the seventh, 
relapsed on the Cardinals in the top of  the 
eighth when Pete Kozma's error opened the 
way for Moore's pinch-hit.
Game 2 of  the division series is Monday 
at Busch at 3:30 p.m.
amazing for students to be able 
to experience that while learning 
about politics.”
Rebekah Golla, communications 
and marketing coordinator for 
KIIS, said she thinks the addition 
of  Marshall to the program will 
prove to be very beneficial for both 
the KIIS faculty and the students 
participating.
“By including Marshall in the 
consortium, KIIS gains more 
students and more faculty mem-
bers that can bring diverse 
backgrounds to the program,” 
Golla said. “Marshall has a large 
student population, so this will 
hopefully draw in many more stu-
dents who can benefit from the 
incredible opportunities we have 
to offer.” 
Golla said representatives from 
KIIS spend much of  the fall semes-
ter traveling to the universities and 
colleges participating in the pro-
gram to inform students about the 
different study abroad opportuni-
ties they have through KIIS. They 
have already visited more than 15 
campuses.
Applications for KIIS study 
abroad programs are available on-
line at www.kiis.org. The deadline 
for submitting applications for 
summer 2013 programs is Feb. 15, 
2013. Students who apply by Jan. 
21, 2013 will save $100 on the overall 
program price.
Suzann Al-Qawasmi can be con-
tacted at alqawasmi2@marshall.
edu.
“I think the parade went very 
smoothly, and it made the campus look 
spectacular in front of  the commu-
nity,” Wooldridge said. “We put a lot 
of  work into making sure that it went 
well over the last several months, and 
it’s amazing to see it come off  without 
a hitch.” 
The best three floats were chosen by 
judges and awarded monetary prizes 
after the third quarter of  the football 
game. Top prize for first place was 
$1,500, second place received $750 and 
third place received $500.
The first place prize was given to a 
combined effort by Alpha Xi Delta so-
rority and Alpha Tau Omega fraternity. 
Second place was awarded to a float 
designed by Alpha Chi Omega soror-
ity and Pi Kappa Phi fraternity. Third 
place was awarded to Delta Zeta and 
Alpha Sigma Phi.
Matt Lee, junior criminal justice 
major and member of  Pi Kappa Phi 
fraternity, said designing the float and 
participating in the parade was a great 
time and an even better opportunity to 
advertise his organization and show his 
pride for Marshall University. 
“It was a lot of  fun building the float 
with my brothers and the sisters of  Al-
pha Chi,” Lee said. 
Carol Mahaffey, Marshall University 
Alumni, brought her kids to the parade 
and said she wanted to support her old 
school.
“Marshall University treated me 
well,” Mahaffey said. “By bringing my 
kids and to parades like this I can show 
my support and instill a love for Mar-
shall in them at the same time. Plus, the 
kids love free candy.”
Sean DeLancey can be contacted at 
delancey2@marshall.edu.
Wayne
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Mandy Howell, Marshall University Marching Thunder flutist, participates in the Marshall 
University Homecoming Parade on Saturday in Huntington. 
By JOSH RICHMAN
OAKLAND TRIBUNE (MCT)
RENO, Nev. — Just a few 
miles from the casinos, tat-
too parlors, wedding chapels 
and strip joints, Mitt Rom-
ney campaign volunteer 
Theresa Catalani has carved 
out a corner of  the self-
styled Biggest Little City in 
the World to register voters.
The clipboard-clutching 
Catalani pursues shop-
pers as if  the presidential 
election will be won or lost 
outside this strip mall _ the 
Biggest Little Parking Lot in 
the 2012 Race for President.
“Are you registered to 
vote? Is your address and 
everything up to date?” she 
asks shoppers, who take it 
in stride that a presiden-
tial campaign is playing out 
here around the clock.
In Nevada, there’s no-
where to hide from the long 
arm of  political hustlers, a 
stream of  attack ads, and 
robocalls at dinner time, TV 
time and even bedtime.
“I can’t answer my phone 
anymore,” said Judy Bem-
dure, 53, of  Carson City, as 
she took a break from it all 
at the Triple-A Reno Aces’ 
championship baseball 
game.
Sure, the Silver State’s 
six electoral votes might 
look trivial next to Califor-
nia’s 55, but Nevada’s could 
be the margin of  victory 
for Romney or President 
Barack Obama, especially 
if  the big swing states such 
as Ohio and Florida are 
split between them.
An average of  three Ne-
vada polls released Friday 
by RealClearPolitics shows 
Obama up by 4.6 points — 
all within the polls’ margins 
of  error. So Nevada is still 
anyone’s game. And only 
one president in the past 100 
years — Jimmy Carter, in 
1976 — has won the White 
House jackpot without it.
Both the Romney and 
Obama campaigns are pour-
ing millions of  dollars into 
advertising blitzes and send-
ing armies of  staff  members 
and volunteers onto phones 
and into the streets to con-
tact every possible voter.
Both candidates have 
been in Nevada at least 
about once a month since 
the spring. Obama prepared 
for the first debate here.
Democrats hope Latinos, a 
population that has exploded 
from 19.7 percent in 2000 
to 27.1 percent in 2011, will 
help them carry the day in 
the state. Republicans want 
those votes, too, but might 
also see an ace in the hole in 
Nevada’s Mormons — about 
7 percent of  the population.
Both sides say that Obama 
probably will win Las Ve-
gas’ Clark County, while 
Romney most likely will 
win Reno’s Washoe County. 
So each side is striving to 
minimize the other’s vic-
tory and maximize its own.
In Nevada, campaigns’ 
foot soldiers fired up
performance. It was fundamen-
tally dishonest for the American 
people,” Robert Gibbs, an ad-
viser to Obama’s campaign, 
said on ABC’s “This Week.”
“This was what he used 
to do in private business,” 
Obama adviser David Axelrod 
said on CBS’s “Face the Na-
tion.” “You have the ‘closer’ 
at Bain Capital and the basic 
theory is say whatever you 
need to get the deal and that’s 
what he did that night.”
He said Romney was “dishon-
est in his answers” and delivered 
“a Gantry-esque performance,” 
a reference to the fictional, dis-
honest evangelist Elmer Gantry.
The Romney campaign 
sought to build on the mo-
mentum they believe they 
gained from the former Mas-
sachusetts governor’s strong 
performance in the first of  
three presidential debates.
“The debate was a reset of  
this campaign,” Ayotte said. 
She described it as “an oppor-
tunity for the American people 
... to debunk the myths cre-
ated by the Obama campaign 
through false advertising 
about Gov. Romney.”
Campaigns
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By DWIGHT JORGE
THE PARTHENON
Saturday night the un-
dead took over Pullman 
Square to raise money for 
Little Victories Animal 
Rescue Shelter.
All proceeds from the event 
go to support Little Victo-
ries Animal Rescue.  Little 
Victories is a non-profit, no 
kill animal rescue shelter in 
Ona, W.Va.
This year the shelter cel-
ebrated its second annual 
Zombie Walk at Pullman 
Square and Marshall stu-
dents showed up in support.
Stephanie Davis, president 
of  Beta Alpha Psi, volun-
teered at the event.
“Beta Alpha Psi is vol-
unteering its time to help 
support the local shelters,” 
Davis said. “We’re helping 
sell tickets and set up regis-
tration and pass out T-shirts, 
but really, we’re volunteer-
ing our time to help a worthy 
cause.”
The festival kicked off  
immediately following the 
Marshall Homecoming Pa-
rade.  Activities included a 
brain eating contest, pump-
kin decorating contest, 
zombie cornhole games, a 
custom caricature artist, a 
fortune teller, zombie col-
oring competition, zombie 
photo opportunities, face 
painting and much more.
Devon Law, sophomore bi-
ology major, came out with 
her dog Athena to support 
the event.
“I came here for the walk, 
I wanted to support Little 
Victories,” Law said. “I re-
ally enjoyed the walk, the 
weather was perfect.”
Law said, the event allows 
her to do something fun with 
her husband and pet.
“I like dressing up,” Law 
said. “I am a big fan of  
dressing up and because it’s 
before Halloween it’s even 
more exciting, so I was all for 
dressing up this evening.” 
Law said Little Victories is 
very unique in how it oper-
ates as a shelter.
“I love Little Victories for 
the fact that it is a no kill 
animal shelter,” Law said. 
“I rescued my dog Athena 
from Cabell Animal Shelter, 
which is a kill shelter, which 
is unfortunate, but I like how 
Little Victories finds every 
dog and cat a home and they 
don’t kill them.”
Dwight Jorge can be con-
tacted at jorge@marshall.
edu.
Zombies take over Pullman Square to support animal shelter
TOP: Devon Law and her dog Athena lead the pack of zombie walkers during the second annual Zombie Walk on Saturday. LEFT: Animal lovers and zombie enthusiasts gather at Pullman Square to walk for Little Victories. 
RIGHT: Patches and Tango have their picture taken.
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By JO TROLLER
THE PARTHENON
The Keith-Albee Performing Arts 
Center will host a limited premiere of  
the film documentary Skateistan, a 
project created with contributions by 
Huntington native and Marshall alum 
Bryan Ridgeway, global strategic ad-
viser for Skateistan.
Skateistan is a school in Kabul, 
Afghanistan that is based on the con-
cept of  teaching students based on 
what they want to learn.
“We ask the kids what do they want 
to know, what do they want to learn,” 
Ridgeway said. “Whatever they dream 
up we will teach. If  a student wants to 
learn how to take a picture we teach 
them the basics and set a curriculum 
around that.”
Ridgeway said many adults in Afghan-
istan have a lower standard of  education 
than most Americans. 
“Over there, the adults don’t even have 
a first grade education,” Ridgeway said. “It 
is survival, water, food and try to find some 
shelter.”
Because of  this lower education 
rate, the majority of  the leaders in the 
country and people holding occupations 
are the youth that are able to receive an 
education.
“They are learning how to be leaders and 
are learning how to run the country,” Ridge-
way said. “The cops over there are not older 
like our cops, they are seventeen with a gun 
and can do anything they want.”
“The students are gaining the basic 
skills that will get them through life,” Niki 
Williams, instructor at Skateistan, 
said. “There is a 13-year-old who just 
landed a full time career because of  the 
program.”
The program is sponsored by the 
skateboarding industry because it is 
something that the students are all 
able to learn. This is because skate-
boarding is one of the few sports 
that are approved for females to do 
in Afghanistan.
“The first time you see them 
step on a skateboard you automati-
cally see their mind start to work,” 
Ridgeway said. “They get the same 
mentality as a kid who is skate-
boarding in California and it just 
shows how close we really are.”
The program is one that has 
attracted the attention of several pro-
fessional skaters including Jason Lee, 
Rob Dyrdek and Tony Hawk. This ex-
tra attention will potentially allow the 
project to continue on for a longer pe-
riod of time.
“The exit strategy is Skateistan 
will possibly be taken over,” Wil-
liams said. “We want to stay there 
as long as possible because the 
more days we have, the more we can 
teach them and the more they can learn.”
“The more time they can dream the more 
time we can teach them,” Ridgeway said. “If  
they can dream then they can learn and if  
they learn they can lead.”
Skateistan will premiere Thursday at 8 p.m. 
and is sponsored by the Marshall Artists Series.
Jo Troller can be contacted at troller@
marshall.edu.
Documentary shows students learning what they dream
PHOTOS COURTESY OF SKATEISTAN STAFF
A boy from Afghanistan demonstrates the skills he learned from going to school at Skateistan.
